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Humanitarian access 
Road access is severely constrained in 28 of 42 
districts in southern and central Somalia. It is 
critical that key supply routes are secured to 
enable commercial traffic and humanitarian 
access.   
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Funding shortfall
Swift action by humanitarian partners and 
some supplementary funding by donors has 
mitigated the most detrimental effects of the 
current crisis. However, a sustained and 
scaled up response commensurate to the 
need is critical and much more needs to be 
done to save lives and livelihoods.
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Six districts in southern and central Somalia 
have been affected by drought. In Gedo, about 
70 per cent of residents have been impacted.2 
By scaling up the response in Gedo in October, 
humanitarian partners managed to reach over 
150,000 people with emergency water trucking, 
130,000 with cash for work activities and 
70,000 people with food.
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The fragile humanitarian situation is 
aggravated by localized flooding, which has 
affected an estimated 50,000 people across 
six regions. Hiraan region is most severely 
affected by flooding.2

Localized flooding 

The people of Somalia are facing a deepening 
humanitarian crisis. Over 1 million Somalis are 
unable to meet their basic food requirements, 
an increase of 20 per cent since February this 
year. This is the first time the number of people 
in need of life-saving assistance has increased 
since the end of the devastating famine in 
2011, an indication that the modest gains made 
in the last two years are being reversed. A 
further 2.1 million people are on the verge of 
slipping into acute food insecurity, bringing the 
number of people in need of humanitarian aid 
to 3.2 million.
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